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READINESS

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Language Requirements and Foreign Area Expertise

In a June 25, 2002 memorandum I requested an assessment of our capabilities in
the area of expertise currently provided under the Foreign Area Officer (FAO) program. ,
5
In examining the responses and subsequent staff reports, it has become clear that ,I,V‘»)"
language proficiency, area knowledge, and cultural awareness are the most critical skills
FAOs require to function successfully in military diplomacy, security cooperation,
coalition liaison, and political-military analyst assignments.

——

It has also become clear that we have not focused on the true needs for language
and area specialists across the spectrum of DoD missions. It is essential that DoD
planners and programmers understand the magnitude and criticality of operational
requirements for solid foreign language and area expertise in order to ensure adequate
professional support to DoD engagement around the globe. We must ascertain what
those needs are from the “user” level - field commanders and agency heads.

Therefore, I ask that you thoroughly review languages needed and proficiency
levels required for language specialists (interpreters, translators, cryptolinguists,
interrogators) and area specialists (enlisted, officer and civilian). The review should be
based upon operational experience and on projected needs in the context of Defense
Planning Guidance and Transformation and not on current manning authorizations.

Please provide the criteria used to establish requirements and the desired source of
language and area expertise, (active and reserve components, civilian employees, and
contractor support) and indicate where existing allocations should be traded off to support

emerging requirements.
Please send me a summary, in absolute numbers, of your results in terms of

inventory on staff and projected needs by language and region in the format of the
attachment provided by January 3, 2003. Combatant Commands are requested to provide
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their input to the Joint Staff for consideration and review. Once you have updated and
submitted this information, please take the necessary action to update personnel manning

and data systems.

My point of contact for this matter is John. G. Vonglis, 703-697-9504.

2. %

David S. C. Chu

Attachment:
As stated
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE

CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (POLICY)

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (C3I)

COMMANDER, U.S. NORTHERN COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. JOINT FORCES COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. PACIFIC COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. TRANSPORTATION COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. SPECIAL OPERATION COMMAND

COMMANDER, U.S. STRATEGIC COMMAND

DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

DIRECTOR, DEFENSE THREAT REDUCTION AGENCY

DIRECTOR, NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY/CENTRAL
SECURITY SERVICE

DIRECTOR, DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION
AGENCY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
DoD LANGUAGE LIST ’
CLASSIFY ACCORDING TO ENTRY
Language Langus Primary Interpreter | Transiator Interrogator | Atlaché Securily PAO { Regional Cryplolinguist, | Debricfer Aulomated Aulomata.d
o Idm%ﬁf::im Couu‘ur-} “r Assistance Pol- Area Language Translation Communicator
Codes Officer Mil Officer Analyst (Speech)
Afrikaans AA South Africa
Akan AR Ghana
Albanian AB Albania ]
Ambaric AC Ethiopia
Arabic MSA AD Mid East, N. Africa ]
Algerian DH Algeria
Spoken
Egyptian AE Egym
Spoken
Gulf Spoken DG Kuwmit
Iragi Spoken DG Irag
Synian AP Syria
(Levantine)
| Spoken
Libyan Spoken AL Libya
Muwsocean AM Morocco
Spoken
Sudanese AY Sudan
Spoken
Tunisian Tunisia
Spoken
Yermeni AU Yemen
|_Spoken
Armenian AR Armenia
| Assamese India
Awadhi Indin
Aymara AY Bolivia
Azeni AX lran, Azerbaljan
Azeri Nanih Azerbaijan
Azeri South Iran —
Balochi BT Pakistan
|_Belarusan BL Belarug
Bengali (Bangla) BN Bangladesh
Berber BRATT Algeria, Morocco
Brahui Pakistan
Bulgarian BU Bulgsria
Burmese BY Myanmar
Cambodiag CA Cambodia
(Khmer)
|_Chechen CK Russin
| Chha.ltismj India
Chinese
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
DoD LANGUAGE LIST !
CLASSIFY ACCORDING TO ENTRY
Mandarin CM China
(Putongha)
Cantonese cc China
(Yue)
Hakka CH China
Min Bei China
Min Nan CD China
Wu CS China
Hani China
(Yunmanese)
-Czech CX Czech Republic
Danish DA Denmark
Dari PG Afghanistan
Diuka (Five types) D] Sudan
Dulteh DU Netherlands
Dzongkhs Bhutan
Estonian ES Estonia
Fang (Fang-Bulu) FA Cameroan, Gabon
Farssi (Persian) PF lran
Finnish FI Finland
| Freoch FR France
Fulfude (Fulan-i) FV Nigmg
Georgian ac Georgia
German GM Gemany
Greek GR Gresos
Guarani Gu Bolivia, Asgeatina
Gujarati GW India
| Haitian-Creols HC Haid
Haryanyi India
|_Haug Hs Nigeria
Hehrew HE Israel
Hindi HIVHN India
Huogarian HU Hungary
Igbo (o) 1B Nigeria
Indonesian N Indonesia
Italian IT ltaly
Japanese IA Japan
lavanese v Indonesia, Java,
- Bali
|_Kannada KA india
Kashmiri KB India
Kazakh KE Kazskhstan
Kituba KN Dem, . Con,
Kirgyz KM Kyrgyzstan
Korean KR Koreas
Kurdi KU Irag, Turkey, lan
| Lao LC Laos
Latvian LE Latvia
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
DoD LANGUAGE LIST
CLASSIFY ACCORDING TO ENTRY
Lingala LJ Dem. Rep. Congo
Lithunnian LT Lithuania
Macedonian KA Maceilonia
Madurs MD Indis
Magahi India
Muithik India
| Malagasy MG Madagascar
Malay ML Malaysia
Malayam MN India
Marathi MR fndin
Marwari RA lndia
Moldovan RQ Maldova
(Romaginn)
Mmgﬂ' an (Halh) MV Mongolia
| Nepali NE Nepal
Norwegisn NR Norway
Nuer Sudan, Ethopia
Oriya QA India
Oromo GA Ethiopia
(Oromingna)
Pashtu FU Afghanisian
Philipine Phiffipines
Languages
Cebuano vY Philipines (Negros,
Cebu)
Chavacane Philipines
(Zamboangp,
Buasilan)
Hiligaynon VY Philipines
liocano JL Philipines (Lyzon,
La Union, llocos)
Magindanaon Phillipines
0
Maranag LY Philipines
(Mindanao, Lanag
Pangasinan PN Phillipines (Luzoa)
Sama Philipines (Suli)
Tagalog TA Philipines (Manila,
{Pillipino) Luzon, Mindaro)
Tausug Philipines (Jolo,
- Sulu)
Yakan Philipines (Sulu,
Basilan)
Polish PL Poland
Portuguese PY Portugual , Brazil
Punjabi PJ India, Pakistan
Punjabi India
{ (Gurmukhi)
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DoD LANGUAGE LIST $
CLASSIFY ACCORDING TO ENTRY $
Punjabi Pakistan Ny
Westemn) g
Quechua QU Argenting, Pory, N
Chile, Bolivia
Rommanian RQ Romania N
Rundi (Kirundi) KFRN Burundi @
Rwanda KL Rwands [n3]
Kinyarwinda)
Russian RU Russia
Saraiki Pakistan
Serbian-Cyoatizg SC Former Yugoshvia
Shona SH Zimbabwe
Sindhi SD Pakistan
Sichala S) Sri Lanka
Slovak SK Slovakia
Slovenian SL Slovenia
Somali SM Somalia
Sotho (North & sp South Africs,
South) Lesotho
Spanish QB/LA S. Amedica (Spain)
Sunda DB Indouesia (Java,
| (Sundanese) Bali)
Swahil Sw East Central Africa
[ (Kiswahili)
Swedish Sy Swedea
Tajiki TG Tajikistan
Tatar ™ Russia
| Tamil TC India
Telegu TB India
Tetun Indoncsia (Timor)
Thai TH Thailand
| Tigrinys TL Eshiopia
Turkish TV Turkey
Tutkamen uB Turkmenistan
Uighur U) China
Ulkrainian UKRT Ukeaine
Urdu UR Pakistan, India
Uzbek UX Uzbekistan
L_l"El.mirnr:'se VYN Viet Nam
Xhosa WH South Aftica
Yoruba YQ Nigeria
Zhuacg, Northern China
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